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¶ Steadicam G40 

¶ GlidecamɀÚɯ X-22 ȫɯÜ×ɯÕɀÊÖÔÐÕÎɯɯ7-45 

¶ Easy steadyɀÚɯ+ÐÎÏÛɯ-ɀɯ&Ö 

¶ L'AIGLE  

¶ ABCɀÚ G-Force Advanced 

 

(ÛɀÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÛÞÖɯàÌÈÙÚɯÚÐÕÊÌ the last time I was at IBC. I was certainly 

looking forward to test drive some of the brands that Erik and Job talked 

about when they visited IBC last year. Unfortunately the one I was 

ÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÍÖÙÞÈÙËɯÛÖȮɯ ÊÛÐÖÕÊÈÔȮɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚȮɯƖƔƔƝɯ

event. So, that was kind of a disappointment but none-the-less, I looked 

forward to checking out the other manufacturers. The above list were the 

ones I test drove. This review is a match view of stabilizers but still 

something to sink your teeth in, without  getting the standard view of 

what is the norm at this kind of event.  

I will try out whatever rig there is , regardless, of knowing  who the top 

contender really is, ÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÌÈɯÖÍɯÚÏÈÙÒÚɯÈÕËɯ×ÐÒÌÚȭɯɯ2ÖɯÓÌÛɀÚɯÎÌÛɯÊÙÈÊÒɯȿÐÕɯ

and try and divide the predators f rom the bait. 

Steadicam G40 arm  
 

Has most of you know, Tiffen has put out the new G40 arm with a 

revamp Archer 2 sled to kick off their 2009 Steadicam line. Firstly the sled 

is beautiful. The angle bracket at the base is no more. Thank God! I hated 

the original Archer base. Now in its place is the mini version of the ultra 

2 sled. It seems the bottom component is getting smaller and more 



compact. I like that. Their new patented extendable/foldable battery and 

monitor  rod mount design is sweet. The sled is very light and more 

stream-lined. A big plus.  

 

I am flying the G40 arm with the Archer 2 sled.  



The combination of both the G40 arm and the Archer 2 sled is a lovely 

duet, that like all Steadicam models, seem to just seamless. The G40 arm 

has a boom raÕÎÌɯ ÖÍɯ ƜƕÊÔȹƗƖɂȺɯ ÈÕËɯ ÊÈÕɯ ÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯ Èɯ ÊÈÔÌÙÈɯ ÞÌÐÎÏÛɯ

capacity of up to 11.8kg(26lbs) compared to its slightly bigger brother, 

the G50, which takes up to 16kg of camera weight. 

More detail information, can be read at this link: Steadicam Archer2 

The two major differences between the G40 & G50 are the weight range 

ÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÈÉÚÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÈɯȿRideɀɯÈËÑÜÚÛÔÌÕÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯG40. But do not be fooled. 

The arm perÍÖÙÔÚɯÈÔÈáÐÕÎÓàɯÞÌÓÓȭɯ.ÕÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÞÖÕËÌÙɯÐÍɯÛÏÌɯȿ1ÐËÌɀɯ

adjustment is really necessary. As we all know, the Steadicam brands 

never leave room for any negative feedback. They just simply Work.  

Has I was told, the bottom look of all Steadicam models are slowly being 

phased into what looks like the new Archer 2. I personally think this 

ÛÙÈÕÚÐÛÐÖÕɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÏÈÝÌɯÏÈ××ÌÕÌËɯÔÈÕàɯàÌÈÙÚɯÈÎÖȱÉÜÛɯÌÏȱ2ÛÌÈËÐÊÈÔɯ

×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÚȱ 

Got some great help from Chris Fawcett, Patrick van Weeren and Ruben 

Sluijter. All fantastic Steadicam operators. Robin Thwaites, who is the 

international, Director of sales, in the United kingdom, and I, had a long 

ÛÈÓÒɯ ÈÉÖÜÛɯ 2ÛÌÈËÐÊÈÔɯ ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÚɯÈÕËɯ (ɀÓÓɯ ÓÐÒÌɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÈÕÒɯ ÏÐÔɯ ÍÖÙɯ Èɯ ÎÙÌÈÛɯ

conversion.  

 

Glidecam X-22 

 

This X-22 arm is a prelude to what is to come. The long awaited X-45 

arm to be precise. David Stevens of Glidecam and I met once again to 

discuss the future of Glidecam. Glidecam has always been one of the 

ÚÛÈÉÐÓÐáÐÕÎɯÊÖÔ×ÈÕÐÌÚɯ(ɀÝÌɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÊÖÔÌɯÛÖɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛȭɯ#ÜÙÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯÔÈÕàɯ

short but successive conversations, we talked about what we should be 

http://www.steadicam.com/images/content/Steadicam_Archer2_Brchr_0609.pdf


seeing from GC by the end of the year and thereafter. He mention the X-

45 ÈÕËɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÐÓÓɯÌÝÌÕÛÜÈÓÓàɯÙÌ×ÓÈÊÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯ&"ɀÚɯÛÖ×ɯÔÖËÌÓȭɯ3ÏÌɯÈÙÔɯÐÚɯ

being reconstructed with a mechanism to easily replace springs easily, all 

in one go. The arm is said will have a better feel and handling capability 

than the X-22. Something we will soon be experiencing. 

 

 

The X-22 on its own handles pretty good but has a very springy effect. I 

ÔÌÕÛÐÖÕÌËɯÛÏÐÚɯÛÖɯ#ÈÝÐËɯÈÕËɯÏÌɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌɯÛÖɯÓÖÖÒɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚÚÜÌȭɯ(ɀÔɯÚÜÙÌɯ

he has also gotten similar statements from other operators. On the whole 



the X-22 seems to perform well at stabilizing the shot. I just would go 

easy when it comes to flat out running.  The elbows tend to go overboard 

as they flap up and down way too much. The X-22 has four mounted 

titanium springs which makes the arm lighter. This is a huge plus from 

previous arms. The difference is definitely felt.  

The X-45 seems to be a promising arm to come so we will just have to 

wait and see when it comes out by the end of this year or the at the 

beginning of next year. Glidecam has come a long way and it shows. One 

thing I like is their commitment to hear what their customers have to say. 

My personal experience is from David Stevens. He has always been 

willing to hear what fol ks have to say and that I admire the Glidecam he 

represents.  

 

 

The X-22 sled 

  


